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Sirs: 

In accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, the attention of 
the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is hereby directed to the references listed on the 
attached Form PTO/SB/08A. The References were listed in the Supplementary European 
Search Report (ESR) dated August 14, 2006. It is requested that the information on Form 
PTO/SB/08A be considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the references 
be made of record and appear among the "References Cited" on any issued patent. 

Enclosed herewith are: 1) a copy of the European Patent Application No. EP 0 
063 804 A in English; and 2) a copy of the Intemational Application Publication No. WO 
01/73881 A in English. These references were first cited and characterized in the ESR. In 
accordance with the rules in effect for application filed after June 30, 2003, copies of the 
three (3) cited U.S. patents and/or patent publications (US Pat. Nos. 3,382,103 A, 5,480,735 
A and US 2001/028975) are not enclosed. 

The submission of the listed documents is not intended as an admission that any 
such document constitutes prior art against the claims of the present application. Applicants 
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do not waive any right to take any action that would be appropriate to antedate or otherwise 
remove any listed document as a competent reference against the claims of the present 
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Each item of information contained in the Information Disclosure Statement was 
first cited in any communication fi-om a foreign patent office in a coxmterpart foreign 
application not more than three months prior to the filing of the Information Disclosure 
Statement, and thus, no fee is believed to be required. Should any fee be required, please 
charge any deficiency to Deposit Account No. 50-0951. 
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